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NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT 
 
The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) is a landmark in educational reform designed to 
improve student achievement and close the achievement gaps.  NCLB has set a goal of having 
every child be proficient on state defined standards by the end of the 2013-2014 school year. 
 
NCLB requires that parents receive detailed report cards on schools and districts, telling them 
which schools are succeeding and why.  States are required to separate, to disaggregate student 
achievement data, holding schools accountable for subgroups of students so that no child falls 
through the cracks.  The information is broken down by race, ethnicity, gender, English language 
proficiency, migrant status, disability status and low-income status. 
 
Each state must measure every public school student’s progress in reading and math in each of 
grades 3 through 8 and at least once in grades 10-12.  California Standards tests are a part of the 
STAR testing to help make school improvements and to assist students to improve their reading 
and math skills. 
 
Some schools receive federal funding to improve the education of disadvantage students through 
a program called Title I.  The Title I funds are provided to help make school improvements and 
to assist students to improve their reading and mathematics skills. 
 
A Title I school that doesn’t meet “adequate yearly progress” for two consecutive years school-
wide or for a subgroup is considered to be “in need of improvement”. When a school is identified 
as “in need of improvement”, the administration is required to work with parents, school staff, 
district leaders and in some instances outside experts to “develop a plan” for improvement.  A 
school district must ensure that a school receives needed technical assistance to support it in 
making meaningful changes that will improve its performance as it develops and implements its 
improvement plan.  This includes helping the school: 
 
 identify problems in instruction and curriculum; 
 develop strategies to promote effective parental involvement in the school; 
 provide professional development 
 analyze and revise the school site plan and budget so that resources are more effectively 

directed to activities most likely to help students learn. 
 
The regular assessments help schools identify the subject areas and teaching methods that need 
improvement.  The schools “improvement plan” must incorporate strategies using scientifically- 
based research that will strengthen the learning of core academic subjects, especially in the 
subject areas that resulted in the school being deemed “in need of improvement.” 
 
Parents have options to ensure that their students receive the high-quality education to which 
they are entitled.  In the first year that a Title I school is considered “in need of improvement”’ 
parents receive the option to transfer their child to a higher-performing public school among the 
choices the district provides.  Transportation must be provided to the new school subject to 
certain limitations. 
 

Year Total # Eligible Choice Requests Choice Placements 
2007-08 0 0 0 
2008-09 0 0 0 
2009-10 0 0 0 
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2010-11 496 4 2 
2011-12 479 10 4 
2012-13 507 2 0 
2013-14 520 5 1 

 
In the second year that a Title I school is considered to be “in need of improvement”, the school 
must continue to offer choice and the school must also offer supplemental services-free tutoring.  
Low income students are eligible and priority is given to the lowest achieving students first. 
 
 

Year Total # Eligible SES Requests SES Placements 
2011-12 426 120 57 
2012-13 413 150 50 
2013-14 488 88 46 

 
Another component of NCLB is the requirement for highly qualified teachers and 
paraprofessionals.   
 

Year Total # of Teachers Total Non-compliant 
2010-11 19 0 
2011-12 18 0 
2012-13 18 0 
2013-14 31 0 

 
NCLB outlines the minimum qualifications needs for teachers.  In a timely manner, a school 
must notify a parent when a student has been assigned to a teacher who does not meet the 
qualifications of a highly qualified teacher and when a student is being taught for four or more 
consecutive weeks by a substitute that does not meet the highly qualified requirements. 
 
Parental involvement is an essential component of NCLB.  NCLB defines parental involvement 
as regular, two-way, meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other 
school activities, ensuring: 
 
 that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning; 
 that parents need to be actively involved in their child’s education at school; 
 that information needs to be understandable; and 
 that parents need to participate in school activities such as parent conferences, trainings on 

effective parenting strategies, understanding child and adolescent development, volunteering, 
learning at home, decision making as through PTA/PTO, Site Councils and other parent 
advisory groups and committees: 

o Parent District Advisory Committee (PDAC) 
o English Language Acquisition Committee (ELAC) 
o District Language Acquisition Committee (DELAC) 

 
NCLB requires states to develop and implement the Unsafe Schools Choice Option, which 
provides the option for a student to transfer to a safe public school if: 
 
 the student is the victim of a violent offense while on public school grounds; 
 the student attends a school that has been identified as “persistently dangerous”. 
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